THE   TRUTH    ABOUT    RELIGION    IN    RUSSIA            139

church in the village of Agrafeneno was burned. The Germans blew up the
church in the village of Srnolinsk, and in other .villages churches did not fare
any better.

Under the occupation, we, the religious inhabitants, did not lose touch with
our Mother-Church. At our services we remembered the head of the Orthodox
Russian Church, His Beatitude Metropolitan Sergius. Secretly we prayed to
God for the victory of the Russian arms.

Many parishioners had their children or husbands fighting in the ranks of
the Red Army, and some of our believers joined partlzan units. The believers
themselves are burning with sacred hatred of the enemy, and for the sake of the
salvation of our country we are ready to sacrifice everything.

ALEXIS SOBOLEV,

Priest in charge of Yereya*
17 April, 1942,

Day of St. Joseph the Song-Writer.

CHAPTER III
BARBAROUS DESTRUCTION OF CHURCHES BY THE GERMANS
HAS AROUSED THE PATRIOTIC ZEAL OF THE FAITHFUL IN THE
TEMPORARILY OCCUPIED  REGIONS
To THE Moscow PATRIARCHATE
A REPORT BY THE BISHOP OF KALUGA
THE flock of the diocese of Kaluga which is entrusted to rny spiritual direction
have found themselves for two and a half months under the yoke of the German
fascists occupying the country. It is difficult and impossible to describe the
inhuman suffering which the people had to go through during the time of the
fascist occupation.
No other army in human history has defiled itself with such atrocities wrought
upon peaceful citizens.
What picture does the Tula region, which forms part of my diocese, offer
after its liberation from the fascist yoke ? Towns have been turned into ruins,
villages burned, possessions pilfered, bread and cattle taken away. Scorning
the law of God and men, as well as international law, the fascist army has
committed such atrocities as the world has not known in the most barbarous
ages! The Germans did not simply kill people in the villages; they subjected
them to the most refined tortures. They buried alive peasants, workers, em-
ployees. They raped women and girls and killed them bestially. In almost
every village where these sadistic violators had been, women and girls were
found whose bodies had been stabbed with bayonets, whose breasts had been
cut off, whose bellies had been ripped open. Living children were torn to pieces
by the fascist soldiers in the presence of their maddened mothers. I do not speak
of the tortures to which the fascist monsters have subjected our captured
soldiers.
For the faithful, such suffering was increased by the derisive contempt which
the fascists displayed for religion, for the Orthodox churches and the clergy.